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ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  THE  MEDICAL 
OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


Public  Health  Department, 
Municipal  Buildings, 
Library  Street  , 
¥  I  G  A  N. 

December,  1  940. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of 
the  County  Bormgh  of  v/igan. 

Sir,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of 
the  Bormgh,  and  on  the  work  of  the  Health  Department  for  the  year 


The  report  is  very  Late  this  year  owing  to  the  fact  that  tho 
Ministry  of  Health  statistics  were  received  only  a  short  time  ago; 
and  also  that  the  Department  has  been  overwhelmed  with  extra  w ork 
in  connection  with  organisation  and  maintenance  of  the  Emergency 
Casualty  Services. 

In  order  to  save  paper  and  expense,  the  report  has  been  much 
curtailed,  and  typed  instead  of  printed. 

The  birth  rate  is  slightly  lower  .than  in  1  998  being  1  6.41 
against  l6.fi;  it  is  however,  considerably  higher  than  the  average 
for  the  whole  country. 

The  general  death  rate  of  12.99  is  lower  than  last  year’s  rate 
of  1  9.  98. 

Infant  Mortality  is  79  which  is  higher  than  the  average  for 
the  country,  but  is  the  second  lowest  ever  recorded  in  v/igan. 

Maternal  Mortality  is  6.69.  This  is  a  high  figure,  but  it 
must  be  remembered  itfc hat  the  average  for  the  last  4  years  is  9<>5« 

The  death  rate  from  pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis 
is  .85  per  thousand  of  the  population,  a  slight  rise  on  the  figure 
for  193o  which  was  .Jk. 

The  Municipal  Midwifery  service  is  working  satisfactorily  and 
the  average  number  of  cases  conducted  by  each  midwife  is  yd.  They 
are  expected  to  deal  with  approximately  80  cases  each  per  year. 

Diphtheria  was  again  prevalent  in  the  bomigh  and  902  cases  were 
notified;  in  1J3&,  Jkb-  notifications  were  received.  Many  effcrts 
have  been  made  to  encourage  parents  to  have  their  children  inocul¬ 
ated  against  the  disease,  but  L he  response  has  been  very  disappoint¬ 
ing.  . 


During  the  year  97  dwellings  were  reported  to  the  Insanitary 
Houses  and  Conversions  Committee,  bringing  the  total  since  the  Slum 
Clearance  scheme  commenced  to  1,517  occupied  by  fsJl6  persons. 

It  is  ./again  my  privilege  to  record  my  thanks  to  all  the 
members  of  my  staff  both  in  the  Health  Department,  School  Medical 
Service,  and  Hospitals  for  their  loyalty  and  excellent  work.  It  is 
opportune  to  stress  at  this  time  how  all  members  of  the  staff  have 
shouldered  the  heavy  extra  burden  of  work  in  connection  with  the 
emergency  casualty  services.  They  have  given  up  much  of  their  off 
duty  time,  and  holidays  have  been  radically  curtailed.  The  only 
increase  in  staff  is  one  junior  clerk. 
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My  thanks  are  also  due  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee 
(Mr.  Alderman  T.  Ramsden),  the  Chairman  of  the  Maternity  and  Child 
'"elf are  Committee  (councillor  Mrs.  Ashurst),  anc!  also  the  Chairman 
of  the  Insanitary  Houses  and  Conversions  Committee  (Mr.  Councillor 
3 ha w)  for  their  continued  co-operation,  confidence  and  support.  I 
thank  also  the  members  of  the  committees  under  ■:  horn  I  serve  for  their 
continued  courtesy  and  consideration. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  Obedient  servant, 

Hiiii.’'i  x*  Y  i  ill  TxJliii'AD » 


VITAL  STATISTICS,  1  938  -  1  939. 


.population  estimated  July  ist 

Total 


Birt hs  -  Males 
Female 


68o) 

S76) 


•  •  O 

e  o  • 

•  •  ♦ 


Total 


Annual  rate  of  births  per  1  ,000  on  Registrar- 

General’ s  estimated  population  . 

Ditto  for  England  and  Dales  . . 

Ditto,  126  County  Boroughs  end  great  towns 
Illegitimate  births  numfer  35  or  .42  per  1,000 

of  population,  a  percentage  of  . 

Peat  hs  -  Males  522) 

Females  547; 

Corrected  Death-rate,  on  Registrar  General’s 
estimated  population  ... 

Ditto  in  England  and  ’/ales  . .  ... 

Death-rate  in  126  County  Boroughs  nd  great  towns 

Excess  of  registered  births  over  deaths  . 

Maternal  Death-rate  . 

Total  deaths  from  seven  principal  gymotic  Diseases 
Annual  rate  of  mortality  from  seven  principal 

gym  otic  Diseases  . 

Total  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  under 

two  years  . .  ...  ...  ... 

Death-rate  (per  1  ,000  births)  from  Diarrhoea 

and  Enteritis  . „  ... 

Infantile-rate  (deaths  per  1,000  births) . 

ditto  for  England  and  Vales 

ditto  for  1 26  County  Boroughs  and 

gr eat  t owns  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  day  old  (number)  ... 
ditto  one  year  (legitimate)... 

ditto  one  year  (illegitimate). 


1 95s* 

1 539 

I  0 

!  a 

a 

82,550 

82,240 

1  uA 

1  ,356 

1  6.51 

-  1 

1  6.41 

1  5.1 

1  ,.00 

1  5.00 

14.8 

2.49 

2.58 

1  ,105'. 

1 ,069 

13.38 

12.99 

11.6 

1  2.1 

11.7 

12.00 

258 

ft 

2.10 

b.  63 

44 

1  5 

•55 

.18 

6 

5 

4.4 

2. 2 

1  00 

75 

55 

50 

57 

55 

20 

27 

1  55 

91 

2 

O 

O 

Birt  hs  -  T^e  number  of  births  registered  during  1959  is  1  ,556  (males 
buO ,  ’females  676),  the  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  being  1  6.41  « 
The  birth  rate  compared  vit-ti  1  9  58-  is  .10  lower .  T^e  illegitimate 
births  number  35  or  2. 5 8  per  cent. 

Stillbirths  -  The  following  shows  the  number  of  stillbirths  registered 
during  the  year  1  559*“ 

M.  r’. 

Legitimate  .  37  26 

Illegitimate . .if  1 

41"  27 

The  Mortality  Rate  -  The  deaths  for  1  939  number  1,063  (males  52^ 
females  54^) »  being  an  excess  of  2fy  females  over  males.  The  recorded 
rate  per  1  ,000  of  the  population  per  annum  is  12.99;  in  1  93^;  1>3°» 

The  decrease  in  the  number  of  deaths  as  compared  with  195°  ?/as  5&  “ 


Total. 

65 

5 

SU 


and  the  rate  .  79 


✓v  per 


1 ,000. 


=  for  Birth  Rate. 


+  for  Death  rentes. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  S  TATI  ST  I CS  OP  THE  YEAR. 

Total  M.  F. 

1 , 321  662  659 


Birt  hs  -  (Legitimate) 

(Illegitimate ) 


Deaths  - 


1  8  1  7 


1 , 356  680  67  6 

1,0  6?  522  547 

or  in  consequence 


Birth  rate  per  1  ,000 
population,  16*41 


Death  rate  per  1  ,000 
population  12.99 
from  sepsis  2 

(from  other  causes  7 


Number  of  women  dying  in 
♦of  child-birth. 

Mortality  of  women  in,  or  associated  with  child-birth  per  1,000 
births  (live  and  still) 

Puerperal  Sepsis*  . .  1.47 


Other  Puerperal  causes. 
Total  Puerperal  mortality 
Non  Puerperal  causes 
Total  Maternal  Mortality 


•  •  •  • 


-in 


6.  63 
6.  63 


Infant  Mortality  rate  under  1  year  of  age  per  1,000  births 
Legitimate  births  .1,321)  Death  Illegitimate  births  35)  Death 
Deaths  under  1  year.  91  )  Rate  68.  Deaths  under  1  year  o)Ratc  228. 
Total  births  1  ,  35^?  Total  deaths  under  1  year  99.  Death  Rate  7 3. 


INQUESTS  and  UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS. 

67  inquests  were  held  in  Wigan  during  1  959?  as  against  69  in 
1938,  and  66  in  1  937*  The  following  verdicts  were  recorded 
Accident  s  -  Burns  5?  Scalded  2,  Colliery  4,  Drowned  2,  Falls  2, 
Falls  downstairs  5?  Railway  1,  street  11,  Others  23. 

Suicide s  -  Hanging  1  ,  Drowned  2,  Gas  3° 

Other  causes  -  6. 

One  uncertified  death  was  registered  as  against  two  in  1938, 
and  two  in  1  957* 

TH6  Zymotic  Death  rate,  .18,  is  made  up  as  follows 
Diphtheria  -  deaths  10,  rate  .12;  Diarrhoea  -  deaths  3?  rate  .03? 
7/hooping  Cough  -  deaths  2,  rate  .02. 

COMPARATIVE  VITAL  STATISTICS  SINCE  YEAR  1 876. 


Year, 

1  876T" 
1  886. 
1896. 

1  906. 

1  91  6. 

1  926. 
1936* 

1  939* 


Birth  Rate.!  Death  Rate 


48.9 

38.7 

'35.9 
32.  6 
23.28 
20  vo  3 
17.23 
1  6.41 


28. 5 
22.1 
23.09 
17.61 

1  5.42 
1  3.1  3 
12.78 
1 2.99 


Zymotic  Death 
Rato,___ 
4*92 
3.1 
4*09 
2.  61 
1.04 
.  30 
.42 
.18 


i  i 


Inf  tint 
Mortality, 
186 
174 
1  86 

I  60 

I I  3 
1  03 

82 

75 


PUBLIC  ASSISTANCE.- 

The  Clerk  to  the  Public  Assistance  Committee  has  kindly  supplied 
me  w it h  t  he  f  oil owi ng  inf  ormat  ion  :  - 


Year 

Ending, 


31  st  March  1  940. 
31  st  March  1  S59» 


Average  No. 
familie  s 
re  ceiving 
relief. 

1 , 61 5. 
1,693- 


Of 


Amount  paid 
in  relief. 


r> 

CsJ  © 


53,868. 

54,632. 


REGISTRAR  GENERAL*  S  SHORT  LIST  OF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH, 

1939. 


Causes.  'sex.: 

All 

. .  1  ~  - 

..... 

j 

... 

p  . — v- 

...  _ 

««* 

j 

Agos»! 

o-l 

H 

2- 

5-! 

15- 

.25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65-i 

75- 

All  Causes.  1 

M.  1 

522  | 

57  7'  ! 

67 

9  i 

11 

20 

22 

w 

110  1 

154  ; 

7S 

1 

1 

1 

1 

F.  i 

547  i 

42  j 

6 

..  .  .1 

5i 

1  6  ! 

! 

0 

22 

22 

55 

86  | 

1 31  h 

32  i 

1 

1  .Typhoid  and  para  .  M.  j 

_  1 

1 

-  i 

- 

! 

.  .j 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

-  i 

- 

! 

typhoid  Fevers. 

F.  i 

—  > 

-  *  *  1 

-i 

1 

} 

-  j 

t 

_ 4 

j 

2.Measle  s. 

M. 

 n 

■ .  ■  -  1 

] 

1 

-"c 

! 

1 

F. 

—  _  ! 

; _ i  :  i 

.  _ _ _ 

-  1 

... .  .i 

i 

3.  Scarle  t  Fever. 

M. 

_  1 

_  . 

' 

- 

i 

j 

F. 

- 

-  ! 

- 

- 

- 

i 

4. Whooping  Cough. 

M. 

* 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  | 

p. 

1 

1 

» 

-  i 

. 

i 

1 

_ 1 

_ 

5-Dipht hcria. 

M. 

1  4 

— 

— 

2 

.....  ^ 

2 

. 

- 

— 

_  ! 

— 

— 

F. 

~ 

— 

2 

4 

— 

_ 

— 

!  1 

— 

— 

6. Influenza. 

M. 

14 

— 

- 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

2 

3 

4 

1 

F. 

19 

“ 

— 

— 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

. 

5 

... 

3 

7.Encephalit is 

M. 

1 

r 

1 

Let  hargiea. 

F. 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

"" 

S.Cerebro  Spinal 

M. 

- 

1  _ 

T  ' 

i 

Fever. 

F. 

1 

1 

- 

- 

9.  Tuber  cu  losis  of 

M. 

34 

— 

1 

9 

3 

5 

10. 

-  5 

1 

Re  spirat  ory 

F. 

28 

* 

- 

- 

2 

1  5 

3 

3 

3 

■  2 

— 

System. 

;  • 

:  . 

10.  Other  Tuberculous 

M. 

4 

1 

. 

1  . 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Disease  s. 

F. 

4 

• 

— 

1 

- 

1 

2 

— 

- 

— 

..... 

1 1  . Syphilis. 

M. 

2 

j  - 

1 

F. 

— 

- 

- 

12.  General  paralysis 

M. 

-  -'1 

- 

_ 

— . - 

1 

of  the  Insane, 
Tabes  dorsalis. 

p. 

■  . 

- 

i 

1 

!  -  i 

i 

r  * 

_ 

1  3°  Cancer,  Malignant 

M. 

45 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

7 

1 3 

20 

;  2 

Disease . 

p. 

.....  ..  1 

63 

■ 

— 

— 

— 

j 

2 

14 

18 

' 

1  8  |1  0 

! _  . 

1  R.Diabete  s. 

M. 

3 

- 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

3 

l  -  i 

F. 

j 

11 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

i 

— 

— 

1 

-1 

b 

j  3 

1 5°  Cerebral  Haemorr- 

M. 

39 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

7 

'  21 

6 

hage  etc. 

F. 

39 

L!  -1  “ 

- 

" 

1 . . . 

_ 

5 

12 

j  12  10 

16. Heart  disease. 

M. 

1 27 

— 

r . 

1 

"  ”1 

2 

4 

8 

40 

1  53  h  9 

F. 

117 

- 

- 

— 

2 

1 1 

1  ! 

8 

24 

;  43 

34  i 

i— . I 

1 7» Anourysm. 

M. 

— 

- 

1 

.  ! 

F. 

— 

" 

i 

,  .  1 

_ 

;  “ 

L“.. 

18.  Other  circulatory 

M. 

21 

— 

: 

1 

! 

1 

- 

1 

6 

8 

1 

j  6 

D  i  sg  so  s  e 

F. 

17 

• 

; 

-  I 

.  > 

-  i 

1 

1 

2 

6 

!  7  ! 

_ _  l 

REGISTRAR  GENERAL'S  SHORT  LIST  OF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH, 

1  939  .  r  continued. 


Cause  s. 

1 

i 

— r 

Sex^ 

AH  ! 

Ages 

T 

.  0- 

1  - 

2- 

1 

r 

5- 

i 

15- 

- - — r~ 

V 

25- 

- — ■ — t- 

1 

35- ! 

45“ 

55- 

753 

54  ] 
31  ji 

1 

75-  j 

All  Cause  So 

M. 

F. 

'■522 

547 

57 

42 

£ 

6 

5 

11 

30 

20 

22 

22 

22 

48 

55 

no 

86 

78  j 
32 1 

19  Bronchitis. 

M. 

Fv 

35 

39 

2 

3 

I 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

2 

2 

3 

9 

3 

10  i 
1  3  i 

-4- 

8 

14 

20. Pneumonia  (all 
f 0  rms ) . 

M. 

F. 

32 

30 

13 

9 

1 

5 

3 

- 

1 

3 

3 

1 

- 

I 

1  1 
2  i 

1 

6 

T 

?! 

2  , 

21  .  ut  :y?  r  Ro  sp  i  1  .  t  or  y  . 
Disease  s. 

M.’  . 

FT" 

3 

3 

— 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

1 

i 

| 

1  j 

22. peptic  Ulcer. 

M. 

F. 

1 

2 

mm 

— 

1 

— 

.  r~ 

- !  1 

1 

I 

— 

J 

_ 

1 

“ 

2^. Diarrhoea,  etc. 

M. 

F.' 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2if.  Appendicitis. 

M. 

F. 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

' 

- 

- 

!  . 

_  j  _ 

j 

25. Cirrhosis  of  Liver. 

M. 

F. 

1 

< 

I 

... 

26.  Other  diseases  of 
Liver  etc. 

Me 

F. 

2 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

27.  Other  Digestive 

Di  seasd  Sc 

4. 

F. 

12 

8 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

2  |  2 

1  j  1 

1 

4 

2 ! 

~  ! 

I 

28. Acute  and  Chronic 
Ncphr  it  is. 

M. 

F. 

1 5 

5 

- 

- 

— 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3  i  5 

, 

_ 

2 

3 

29. puerperal  sepsis. 

F. 

2 

- 

- 

- 

! 

~ 

2 

- 

L 

! 

30 . Ot  her  Puerperal 

Cause  s. 

F. 

7 

— 

— 

— 

1. 

5 

1 

_ 

_ 

i 

31  . Congenital  Debility, 
Premature  Bi  rt  h, 
Malformations  etc. 

M. 

F. 

32 

22 

32 

21 

— 

■ 

“ 

h  i 

i 

~  ! 

1 

- 1 —  - 

32.  Senility.  jM. 

j  F. 

35 

5^ 

1 

1 0 

8 

24  i 
« .  i 

33. Suicide.  |m. 

|E. 

5 

2 

- 

- 

— 

— 

- 

mm 

- 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

34. Other  Violence. 

— 

M. 

F. 

24 

1-5 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

!  — 

i 

3 

2 

b 

2 

5 

c 

2 

5 

2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

4 

35.  Other  Defined 

Cause  s. 

M. 

F. 

31 

43 

4 

2 

1 

i 

1 

4 

5 

5 

2 

3 

78 

5 

1 1 

l 

ui- 

i 

-  “4 

36.  Causes  Ill  defined 
or  Unknown. 

M. 

F. 

1 

j 

I 

- j 

1  _ 

! 

J 

1 

1  _ 

i 

t 

' 

!  _ 

j 

-  ! 

_  4 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OP  THE  AREA.  -  -  :  . 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Samples  of  water  are  taken  monthly  from  each  of  the  four 
supplies,  and  submitted  for  ’■bacteriological'  examination  and 
chemical  analysis.  They  have  been  consistently  reported  as 
satisfactory.  The  samples  are  'obtained  from  service  taps  in 
various  houses  situate  in  many  parts  of  the  town. 

RIVERS  and  STREAMS. 

The  River  Douglas  and  streams  running  into  it  are  the  natural 
means  of  draining  the’  Borough. 

The  Douglas  Catchment  Board  control  the  river.  They  have 
carried  out  many  improvements  arid  also  cleanse  the  bed  of  t  he  river 
when  required. 

DRAINAGE,  SEWERAGE,'  SCAVENGING  and 
REFUSE  "DISPOSAL. 


Practically  the  whole  of  the  Borough  is  sewered  and  drained. 
House  refuse  is  regularly  collected  and  disposed  of  by  destructors 
and  tipping.  The  streets  are  regularly  scavenged. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

Almost  the  whole  of  t  he  closet  accommodation  is  on  the  water 
carriage  system.  The  number  of  v/ater  closets  on  March  9-1  st ,  1  939? 
was  26, 591  in  addition  t  here  are  109  waste  water  closets,  6b  pail 
closets  and  ifl  privy  middens.  The  pail  closets  and  privy  middens 
are  in  conne ct ion  w  it h  unfit  houses  or  isolated  farms  with  cottages 
adjoining.  During  the  year  1  privy  midden  and  48  waste  water 
closets  were  converted  to  closets  on  the  water  carriage  system  with 
efficient  flushing  apparatus. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

Mr.  Martlew,  Chief  Sanitary  Insje  ctor,  submits  the  following 
re  marks. 


The  town  is  divided  into  five  districts.  A  District  Sanitary 
Inspe  ctor  is  responsible  to  the  Chief  sanitary  Inspector  for  the 
constant  supervision  of  each  district.  In  addition,  Inspectors 
specialise  in  the  control  of  factories,  workshops,  including  bake¬ 
houses,  shops  and  offices. 


Houses  and-  premise s  ..inspe cted  and  visited  re  nuisances 
and  complaints.  ...  ...  ... 

Re-visits  to  nuisances.  ...  ... 

Other  visits  made.  ...  ...  ... 

Visits  to  premises  (testing  of  drainage) 

Nuisances  discovered.  ...  ...  ... 

Nuisances  abated.  ...  ...  ... 

Notices  issued  (preliminary).  ... 

”  ”  (formal)...  . 

Letters  issued  re  nuisances.  ...  ... 


•  o  © 

•  00 

00© 

•  oe 

0  •  « 

•  o  • 

•  60 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 


2981 
700i 
1 1  72 
166 
584O 
5209 
798 
992 

1  946 


62  smoke  observations  were  taken  during  the  year.  In  seven 
instances  the  time  limit  for  emission  of  dense  smoke  was  exceeded. 
Warning  letters  were  addressed  to  the  offenders. 
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COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES  and  HOUSE S-LET^IN-LODGINGSo 

These  premises  are  visited  regularly  and  were  found  to  "be  kept 
m  a  sat i sfa ct ory  condition.,  &G  visits  were  made  to  the  9  Common 
Lodging  Houses  in  the  Borough  with  accommodation  for  46 2  lodgers 
157  visits  were  made  to  the  6  Houses  Let  in  Lodgings, 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES, 

Offensive  trades  are  carried  on  at  seveh  premises.  They  consist 
of  1  fellmonger,  1  fat-  b oiler  ,  3  gut  scrapers,  1  gut  scraper  and  fat 
ooiler ,  1  tripe  Boiler,  11  visits  weremadc  to  these  premises, 

RAG  FLOCK  ACT . 

6  samples  of  Rag  Flock  obtained  fi?om  manufacturer^  of  "bedding 
and  furniture  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst.  All  conformed 
to  the  Rag  Flock  Regulations, 

CANAL  BOATS  -  Public  Health  Act  1956. 

As  far  as  can  be  .ascertained  41  Canal  Boats  registered  in 
Wig  An  a  re  still  in  use.  4^  inspections  were  made  during  the  year. 

1  notice  was  served  and  complied  with,  and  two  other  letters  were 
addressed  to  owners, 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1  937. 

There  are  35^  factories  in  the  borough;  303  have  mechanical 
power.  6  notices  were  served  on  the  owners.  The  following 
contraventions  of  the  Act  were  discovered  lack  of  cleanliness  5, 
remedied  5;  inadequate  ventilation  1;  ineffective  drainage  of  floors 
1,  remedied  1;  insufficient  sanitary  conveniences  7,  remedied  4; 
unsuitable  or  defective  sanitary  conveniences  54?  remedied  55;  other 
contraventions  51  ,  remedied  81  :  total  c ont ravent ions  1 1  9,  total 
remedied  during  year  146. 

SHOPS  ACT  .1  91  2  -  1956. 

Number  of  shops  on  register  2,036.  The  following  visits  and 
observations  were  made  -  day  2,436,  night  4,270,  Sunday  1,170;  re 
employment  of  young  persons  35  >  total  7, 909.  Contraventions 
discovered  not  exhibiting  Closing  Notices  and  Assistants  Half 
holiday  forms  46;  sanitary  accommodation-  not  separate  for  sexes  2; 
defective  sanitary  accommodation  14;  insufficient  lighting  to  sanitary 
accommodation  4;  lack  of  provision  of  suitable  washing  accommodation 
5;  retention  of  reasonable  temperature  4;  lack  of  proper  ventilation 
2;  cleanliness  of  premises  6;  letters  sent  out  60. 

PHARMACY  and  POISONS  ACT,  195% 

52  firms  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  poisons,  40  visits  wore 
made  to  premises,  3  o ontraventjons  found  and  6  letters,  addressed  to 
responsible  persons. 

PLACES  of  ENTERTAINMENT . 

There  are  28  places  of  entertainment  within  tho  Borough,  each 
one  is  inspected  periodically  and  reports  are  made  on  their  sanitary 
condition  before  the  renewal  of  licences. 

RATS  and  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT  1919. 

Mr.  E.  Richardson  who  devotes  a  pcrcion  of  hia  time  as  adminis¬ 
trative  officer  under  the  above  Act  reports  that  during  the  year  321 
visits  were  made  to  1  09  premises  found  to  bo  infested  with  rats  or 
mice,  92  of  these  were  reported  to  be  free  of  these  rodents.  During 
Rat  week  2,370  baits  were  distributed  to  persons  in  occupation  of 
infested  premises. 
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HOUSING, 

.  'i&r'"— 

The  number  of  dwellings  at  the  1  931  census  was  18,5 75*  The 
number  of  families  was  20,190  or  1,617  mere  than  dwellings.  The 
population  at  the  1  931  census  was  85,357,  and  ^ he  estimated  population 
on  1st  July,  was  82,550* 

During  the  year  223  houses  were  erected  by  private  enterprise  and 
162  by  the  local  authority;  tobal  385.  Since  January  1st,  1921? 

2,488  houses  have  been  erected  by  private  enterprise  and  2,540  by  the 
local  authority,  total,  5,028.  During  the  period  1 921  -  1959  approx¬ 
imately  1  ,470  dwellings  have  been  demolished  or  ceased  to  be  used  for 
habitation.  During  the  year  2 ,777  dwelling  houses  were  inspected  for 
defects  under  the  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts,  of  these  2,347  were 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  1  92 5 >  total 

inspections  and  re-inspections  made  were  1  8 ,  380 ;  74  dwellings  were 
found  to  be  unfit  for  habitation  and  2,029  wore  not  reasonably  fit  for 
habitation,  1,486  houses  were  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 
action;  401  houses  were  rendered  fit  after  the  service  of  formal 
notices,  202  houses  were  demolished  after  formal  action  under  the 
Housing  Acts  and  demolition  orders  were  made  on  45  houses:  dosing 
orders  were  made  on  3  s  eparate  tenements.  Undertakings  were  given 
that  14  houses  would  not  be  used  as  dwellings  in  future,  6  houses  for 
which  undertakings  were  given  have  been  demolished. 

The  number  of  overcrowded  dv/ellings  at  the  end  of  1  959?  was  320 
occupied  by  408  families,  consisting  of  2,491  porsons.  The  number  of 
new  cases  of  over cr ov/ding  discovered  during  the  jyear  was  3  an(*  affected 
23  persons.  The  number  of  cases  of  overcrowding"  relieved  during  the 
year  was  97  consisting  of  898  persons,  of  these  families  containing 
598  persons  were  accommodated  in  Council  Houses.  The  above  figures 
do  not  include  overcrowding  relieved  by  Slum  Clearance. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OP  POOD. 

MILK  SUPPLY, 
pood  and  Drugs  Act,  1958* 

The  number  of  persons  registered  under  the  above  enactments  are  as 
follows 

Dairymen  -  premises  within  the  borough  "95 >  premises  outside  the 
borough  '24;  total  11 6.  Wholesale  dealers  1 8;  producers  25. 

Approximately  2J0  milch  cows  are  frept  in  the  Borough  and  the  cow¬ 
sheds  are  kept  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  Number  of  visits  to 
cowsheds  69,  to  dairies  86  and  milkshops  71* 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order  1  956. 

Number  of  persons  licensed  for  the  sale  of  p®efluurisod  milk  51  , 

"  ”  "  ”  ”  u  ”  and  production  of  pasteurised 

milk  4;  number  of  persons  licensed  for  the  sale  of  Accredited 
milk  IS.  number  of  persons  licensed  for  the  sale  and  production 
of  Accredited  Milk  3;  number  pf  persons  1/censed  for  the  sale  of 
Tuberculin  Testdd  Milk  5  : 

During  the  year  1  51  samples  were  taken  for  the  purpose  of  testing 
the  amount  of  foreign  matter  contained  in  milk  intended  for  sale  in 
the  Borough.  These  samples  were  obtained  at  dairies.  In  4  cases 
letters  were  addressed  to  producers  outside  the  Borough  regarding  the 
unsatisfactory  condition  of  the  milk. 

Mr.  Woods,  the  Veterinary  Inspector  makes  the  following  Report 
1  939  has  again  been  an  uneventful  year.  Two  cows  have  been  dealt 
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v/ith  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order  as  a  result  of  the  "biological  test 
•f  the  milk  "but  otherwise  we  have  again  "been  free  from  scheduled 
diseases.  There  have  been  sporadic  outbreaks  of  Foot  and  Mouth 


Disease,  principally  in  the  east  and  south  but  never  nearer  than  / 0 
miles  from  ",'igan.  A  sharp  lookout  has  been  kept  at  the  Auctions 
but  nothing  suspicious  has  appeared.  T^e  precautions  I  suggested 
are  willingly  carried  out  by  the  proprietors  and  I  have  every 
confidence  that  I. should  have  early  knowledge  of  anything  suspicious. 


REGISTRATION  OF 


10"' 


CREAM  Mi 


1 1  UFA  CT  URER 8 


AITD  PREMISES. 


The  7igan  Corporation  Act  1  933,  Section  34,  contained  powers 
for  the  compulsory  registration  of  Ice  Cream  Manufacturers,  Vendors 
and  Premises.  At  the  end  of  1939  1 3  premises  were  registered  f*r 
the  manufacture  of  Ice  Cream,  and  in  addition  3/  vendors  were 
registered  f  or  t  he  sale  of  Ice  Cream. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  I  NATIONS  OF'  MILK . 

68  samples  of  milk  wore  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination 
or  the  methylene  blue  reduct  ion  •  te  st .  6l  samples  were  reported  as 
satisfactory,  7  below  a  reasonable  standard.  ■  95  °f  the  above 
samples  were  also  submitted  f or  t  he  inoculation  test  for  t-h*-  pr-sence 
oi  tuber cl-  bacilli;  in  J  cases  Tubercle  Bacilli  was  found. 

11  samples  of  Ice  Cream  were  also  submitted- for  bacteriological 
examination.  '  " 


MIAxl  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION. 


and  which 
for  examination, 


The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  five  District  Inspectors  arc 
all  Qualified  Meat  Inspectors.  There  are  within  the  Borough  l6 
slaughter  houses,  1"3  are  registered  and  3  licensed.  District 
Inspectors  examine  carcases  slaughtered  within  their  own  districts, 
Meat  which  has  been  slaughtered  in  rural  districts 
there  is  reason  to  believe,  has  not  been  submitti 
is  examined  as  far  as  possible  immediately  after  its  arrival  in  the 
t ow n .  Pie mi se s  which  c ome  wi thin  t he  Publ i c  He alt h  (Me at )  Re gu~ 

1  at  ions,  1,$24,  are  frequently  visited.  Meat  and  offal  condemned 
is  destroyed  at  the  Cleansing  Depot,  Frog  Lane.  A  large  proportion 
of  condemned  carcases  is  allowed  to  bo  sent  to  a  fat  meltons  for 
manuf a  c t  ur i n g  pur p o  so  s . 

In  these  instances  the  firm  receiving  this  condemned  meat  have 
signed  an  undertaking  that  it  will  only  bo  used  ior  manufacturing 
purposes  and  they  regularly  forward  special  schedules  of  the 
quantities  received.  Shops,  stores  and  vehicles  arc  constantly 
inspe  cted. 

Registration  of  Purveyors  of  Moat  and  Pro  mi  sc  sv' 

The  Wigan  Corporation  Act  1933?  Section  3^?  contained  powers  r or 


l  a'-'  /  j.  cA  1  *  *  *  *  w  ^  ■  y  y  y  y  ^  —  -  — /  ^  ?  -  j- 

the  compulsory  registration  of  purveyors  of  meat  and  premise 
are  used  or  proposed  to  be  used  f or  t  he  sale  of  meat.  The  n 


s  which 


we  used  or  proposed  to  be  used  for  t  he  s^le  of  nr 
premises  registered  at  the  end  of  1  939  was  120, 

private  Slaughter  Houses  in  Use  in  the  .pc,,. 

on  31  st 
De cembcr 
1920. 


T  ^e  numbo  r  of 


on  31  st 
Do  co  mbe  r 
1222- 


Registered 
Li  censed 


O  c  O  A 


ooocoooco 


o  o  o  o  e  © 


n  e  c  e  e  00 


Total. 


24 
1 

25 


1 


T i 

1  o 


No.  of  vi  sit  s  to  Slaughterhouses.  ......... 

^  ivC  tSe®oo.oo..«°.ftB*'* 

Butchers  and  other  food  shops 
Co rt if  i cate  s  i ssued  ( c ondemned  f  00c. ) . 


0  0  0 


4969 

263 

913 

215 


1  0 


Carcases  Examined  Luring 

t he  Yea 

r  1  959 

• 

Be  ast  s. 

Calve  s. 

Pigs. 

Sheep. 

Total 

Carcases  examined. . . 

^  5754 

221  9 

1  5469 

191  54 

50  ^56 

Carcases  totally  condemned 
percentage  totally 

220 

22 

55 

8 

285 

condemned 

1 .  Go 

•99 

.21 

.04 

•55 

The  following  meat  and  offal  from  private  slaughter  houses  was 
surrendered  and  destroyed,  or  sold  for  manufacturing  .  poses, 
during  the  year  1  959**” 
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Include  d 

in 

t  he  ab  ove 

were  16  carcases 

dealt 

with  under 

1  t  he 

Tuberculosi s 

OTHER  FOOD. 

A  large  wholesale  business  in  fish  and  other  foodstuffs  is  carried 
on  in  and  around  the  markets,  and  these  premises  are  visited  daily. 


Summary  of  Other  Food  Condemned  1  939* 


ooooneooo*o06oooeoo 
l  ©  C  0  0  O  O  9000  ■'  O  O  0 
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Other  meat  and  offal. 

No.  of  packages  of  wet  fish, 

No.  of  packages  of  dried  fish, 

No.  of  rabbits,  fowl  and  game 
No.  of  packages  of  fruit  and.  vegetables.. 
No.  of  packages  of  other  canned  foods.... 

Pr ieh  Pi sh  Shop s . 


145  Tos. 
2  y3 
21  5 
4p 


8 
V 
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24  premises  in  the  Borough  used  for  the  purpose  of  fish  frying,  all 
of  which  were  kept  under  observation. 


Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Acts  1  928  and _ 1  0 58 . 

065  samples  obtained  under  the  above  Acts  were  submitted  to  the 
public  Analyst  for  examination.  Samples  were  as  follows  :  -  Milk  1  51  , 
Cream  1,  Preserved  Cream  9,  Condensed  Milk  J,  Butter  1 7,  Margarine  9, 
lard  8,  Tea  1  5,  coffee  14?  Pepper  5?  Jam  10,  Sausage  6,  Fish  and  Meat 
Paste  4,  Canned  Vegetables  10,  ■Sweets  5?  7hi skey  5?  Rum  5s  Gin  5s 


Brandy 


> 


q 


adulterated 


samples  of  Milk  and  1  of  sausage  were  reported  as 
re  mainde r  we  re  ge nuino . 


Report  on  Samples  Reported  to  be  Adulterated  or 

Be  1  ow  St  a  n  d  a  r  d . 


No.  47.  Milk  was 


be  1  ow 


standard  with  respect  to  non-fatty  solids  to 


the  extent  of  2/o  -  8.3314,  "but  freezing  test  proved  that  no 
extraneous  water  had  been  added. 

Nos.  80  &  85  were  informal  samples  of  milk  deficient  in  fat  to  the 

extent  of  54  and  *4  respectively,  taken  on  arrival  at  a  Dairy, 
collected  at  a  Farm  outside  district  by  vendor,  referred  to 
Authority  in  which  farm  was  situated  for  further  action. 

No.  21  6  was  an  informal  sample  of  sausage  obtained  from  a  multiple 

store,  ,nd  contained  £>00  parts  per  milkion  of  sulphur  Dioxide 
or  150  parts  in  excess  of  maximum  allowed.  Several  further- 
visits  were  made  to  t  his  store,  but  Sausages  have  not  been 
exposed  for  sale  since  informal  samples  were  obtained. 

Nos.  227  &  228,  informal  samples  of.  milk  containing  2.  %  and  4.4%  of 
extraneous  water;  tafen  on  arrival  at  a  Dairy,  collected  by 
vendor  from  Farm  outside  district. 

Nos.  2p2,  253;  254,  255 »  were  formal  samples  of  milk  taken  at  the 
Farm  which  produced  the  milk  in  samples  22 '(  and  228.  They 
were  found  to  contain  2 .7,  4«2,  3*3  and  34  extraneous  water. 

The  Inspector  after  obtaining  the  samples  examined  the  cooler 
in  the  Dairy  and  found  the  same  to  be  defective  and  leaking. 

The  farmer,  after  tendering  an  explanation,  received  a  warning 
letter  in  t  his  case. 

MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACT . 

All  premises  where  imported  articles  of  food  Lre  sold  are  kept 
under  observation,  and  1  24  visits  were  paid  to  wholesalers  and  retail¬ 
ers  premises  during  the  year  1935* 

PERT I LI SSRS  AND  FEEDING  STUFFS  , ,CT  1  926. 

11  samples  of  Feeding  Stuffs  and  10  samples  of  Fertilisers  were 
taken  and  submitted  to  the  Agricultural  Analyst  who  reported  that  the 
latter  were  found  to  contain  the  full  value  as  declared  in  the 
statutory  statement,  in  one  case  there  was  a  slight  excess  of  one  or 
other  ingredient. 


CHSMI  GAL  •yORiv. 

The  Public  Analyst  has  the  honour  to  report  as  follows  upon  the 
duties  of  his  office  during  the  twelve  months  ending  3"1  st  December-  1935: 


Annual  Report  of  the  Public  Anal y st . 


Chemical  Laboratory, 
The  Cliff, 

Higher  Broughton, 
M.  AT  CHE  STAR. 


Food  &  Drugs  (Adulteration)  act,  1  528 
and  Food  &  Drugs  .,ct ,  1958. 


During  the  above  period, 
ten  of  which  were  reported  aga 
below  standard,  or  failing  to 
Regulations.  Thus,  the  propo 
practically,  4  per  cent. 


263  samples  of  food  etc.  were  analysed, 
inst  as  being  either  ..dulte rated  or 
conform  in.  other  ways  to  Public  Health 
rtion  of- adulterated  samples  is, 


The  samples  comprised 
each  of  Jam,  cream  and 
seven  Condensed  Milks, 
four  Fish  etc.  pastes 


131  Milks,  17  Butters,  Ip  Teas,  14  Coffees,  ten 
Tinned  Vegetables,  nine  Margarines,  eight  Lard 
six  Sausages,  five  each  of  pepper  and  Sweets, 
and  three  each  of  whiskey,  Rum,  Gin  and  Brandy, 
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ihtte except ion  of  one  sample  of  Sausage,  the  adulterated  or  non- 
standard  samples  were  confined  to  Milk,  the  number  being  unusually 
high  for  the  Borough  in  comparison  with  previous  yearly  records.  Tu- 
first-named  sample  was  at  variance  with  re  au  ire  merit  s  in  ^at,  althoagh 
the  presence  pf  preservative  was  declared  (or  notice  of  it  biven) 
the  time  of  purchase,  an  excessive  amount  .  of  sulphur  dioxide  preseiv 
ative  was  found  therein,  i.e.,  600  p.p.  million  as  against  a  maximum 


12 

c_l  4p0  p.p.  million  laid  down  in  the  public  Health  (preservative  etc. 
in  pood)  Regulations.  It  is  recognised  that  there  may  he  spontaneous 
loss,  to  a  greater  or  lesser  extent,  (dependant  upon  conditions  of 
storage  etc.)  of  sulphur  dioxide,  which,  in  the  legal  sense,  may  give 
rise  to  a  difference  of  opinion  subsequently.  .in  analysis  carried  out 
as  soon  as  practicable  on  receipt  of  the  sample  will,  however,  disclose 
the  minimum  proportion  of  the  preservative  as  far  as  the  consumer  is 
concerned  and  this,  after  all,  is  the  relevant  factor. 

One  sample  of  milk  was  deficient  in  non-fatty  solids  to  the  extent  of  2 
per  cent,  but  the  result  of  the  Freezing  Point  (Hortvet )  determination- 
proved  this  to  be  due  to  an  abnormal  secretion  and  not  to  the  addition 
of  water.  Deficiency  in  fat-content  to  the  extent  of,  respectively,  3 
and  5  per  cent  accounted  for  two  further  milk  samples  reported  against, 
whilst  the  remaining  six  samples  were  shown  to  contain  extraneous  water 
The  amount  of  the  latter,  when  based  upon  on  average  Freezing-Point 
('Hortvet )  for  genuine  milk  of  -0.  545  o.  >  varied  from  3  to  5?  per  cent. 
Four  of  these  adulterated  samples  were  taken  on  delivery  at  the  farm, 
following  up  the  previous  two  samples.  These  latter  instances 
illustrate  the  vital  importance  of  the  Freezing-point  test,  which  is 
entirely  a  physical  one  based  upon  a  natural  function  of  the  animal  and 
which  is,  therefore,  the  least  variable  of  all  factors  involved  in  the 
adjudication  of  the  quality  of  the  milk.  It  is  of  special  importance, 
in  f  act  j  to  bear  in  mind  that  the  test  has  a  dual  value,  since  it 
protects  the  honest  producer  just  as  surely  as  it  corroborates  the 
presence  of  extraneous  water  when  present. 

The  milk  supply  was  devoid  of  preservative  and  colouring  agents  and  the 
fat-content  was  found  to  be  quite  good,  as  shown  in  the  following  table 


2  equal  to 

1 . 5/j  contained 

under  3  Per>  cent  of 

milk  fat . 

37  " 

2d.2&  «' 

from  7.OO  to  7.25 

-do- 

35  " 

26.7^  !I 

s'  p.26  to  7.50 

-do- 

20  ” 

15.j; 

w  3.51  ^0  3.75 

-do- 

17  :t  ;l 

13.CP  " 

"  5.76  to  4.00 

-d  0- 

20  :I 

15.3w 

11  over  4.00  per 

cent  of 

milk  fat . 

large  number 

of  miscellaneous 

samples  (e.g.  Fish 

paste, 

Cream, .etc 

were  examined  for  preservatives  and,  with  the  exception  or  tne  above- 
mentioned  sample  of  Sausage,  all  complied  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Public  Health  (preservatives  etc.  in  Food)  Regulations. 


The  various  spirit  samples  were  of  the  legal  alcoholic  strength,  whilst 
the  samples  of  edible  fats  contained  within  the  statutory  limit  as 
regards  moisture  content. 

The  remaining  grocery  samples  were  normal  in  re'spect  of  composition 
and  quality. 


Fertilisers  &  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1926. 

Ten  samples  of  fertiliser  (all  formal)  and  eleven  samples  of  feeding- 
stuff  (all  informally  taken)  were  submitted  during  the  year.  T'he 
latter  were  in  close  agreement,  in  every  case,  with  their  statutory 
Statements,  after  due  allowance  had  been  made  (Limits  of  Variation). 
Vith  the  exception  of  a  slight  excess  of  both  Nitrogen  and  potash  in 
one  sample,  the  Fertilisers  contained  the  correct  proportions  of  the 
ingredients  set  out  in  the  warranty. 

water  Supply. 

33rstematixz  analytical  control  of  the  water  supply  has  been  fully 
maintained  during  the  period  under  review,  some  42  samples  in  all  havin 
been  submitted.  prom  an  analytical  point  of  view,  these  samples  were 
all  of  satisfactory  potable  quality  .-nd  the  certificate  reports  dealt 
with  such  slight  divergences  in  saline  character,  hardness  etc.  ,  as  the 
c i r  cum st  an ces  demanded, 

Rag _ Flock. 

Six  samples  of  Rag  Flock,  submitted  undei  the  Regulations  of  1>12,  were 
examined  during  the  year  and  all  contained  well  within  the  maximum 
permissible  limit  of  30  p.p.  100,000  of  Combined  Chlorine. 

(Signed)  s.  LKNLST  MILLING, 
Public  analyst. 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS  OF 


During  the  year  50  samples  of  water  were  sent  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Manchester  for  Bacteriological  Examination;  all  were 
satisfactory.  in  one  instance  B.Coli  was  found  in  1  c.c.,  but  this  was 
a  sample  of  water  taken  direct  from  a  Reservoir  prior  to  filtration  and 
chlorination. 

In  addition  A  samples  of  water  from  the  Public  swimming  Baths  were 
also  submitted  for  examination;  B.Coli  was  not  found  in  any  of  these 
sample  s. 


prevalence  of  and  controi 


OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISI 


CP  o 

•  OLIO. 


Vaccinat ions. 


Vaccination  of  children  whose  births  were  registered  during  the  year  133 3 

Births  registered  1,334;  successful  vaccinations  201,  statutory  declar¬ 
ations  of  conscientious  objections  93*1  ?  died  unvaccinated  82,  postpone¬ 
ment  by  medical  certificate  1 4,  removal  to  other  districts  (vaccination 
officers  duly  apprised)  11  ,  removal  to  places  unknown,  or  cannot  be 
traced  ,  number  of  these  births  remaining  on  31  st  January  1  3k  0  not 
entered  in  vaccination  re gist  r  nor  temporarily  accounted  for  in  the 
repprt  book  31  .  Total  number  of  certificates  and  copies  of  certificates 
of  successful  primary  vaccinations  received  during  calendar  year  111, 
number  of  statutory  declarations  of  conscientious  objections  received  by 
vaccination  officer  irrespective  of  the  dates  of  birth  of  children  to 
which  they  relate  during  the  calendar  year  JOO. 


Disinfection  and  Disinfestation. 

Bedding  and  clothing  from  houses  in  which  Infectious  Diseases  h^v 
occurred  is  dealt  with,  by  a  high  pressure  disinfector  as  also  is  si  mil 
material  from  houses  infested  with  vermin.  prior  to  removal  to  Gounc 
houses  furniture  from  houses  infested  :ith  vermin  is  treated  in  the  10 
Authority's  furniture  van  by  means  of  hydro  cyanide  gas  by  a  firm  .of 
contractors  who  specialise  in  this  work.  Furniture  owned  by  2tp 


IX 

cal 


families  was  treated  by  t his  process  curing 
ecs  bedding  which  was  unfit  for  further  use 
vermicide  are  issflfid  along  with  the  loan  of 
treatment  of  infested  houses. 

Disinfectants  are  provided  free  to  the 
infectious  diseases  occur  and  in  other  cases 


the  year.  In  certain  mot  an- 
wa  s  de  st  r  oye d .  Supp  1  i c  s  of 

suitable  sprays  for  the 


oc  c  up  i  e  r  s  of  h  ou  se  s  w  he  r  e 
of  exceptional  circumstances 


The  following  specimen's  were 


La  BO  Full  QRI  V  ORE . 

ubmitted  for  examination  during 


3wa  d  s  1  or  Dip at  nor in. ......  ....o., 

'id  a  1  te  st  s  1  or  .enter  ic  .....••o.... 

Faeces  a nd  ur i ne  1  or  Enteric.  .  .  .  .  . . 
Cerebro  spinal  fluid. .........  ..... 

If  iso—  pharyngeal  scabs.  «»»«. .••»••• 

Vasserman  tests  for  V.D . . 

C .  S  *  P .  ( v 

To  st  s  f  or  gon oc  occ i.. 

Milk(vT  .  B. ) .  .  . . - . . 

Milk  (Bacteria  Count)...... . . 

Milk  for  B.  Coli. . . 

v/a ter  (bacteriological) . . 

" /a  t  e  r  (,  c  he  mi  cal ).....  ....... 

I ce  Ore  am. . . . . 

Food  and  Drugs  sample  s. . . ° 

Total  examinations 


positive . 

Negat ive . 

T  ot  al . 

368 

1  332 

1  706 

5 

7 

1  2 

9 

7 

1  6 

1 

3 

4 

_ 

1  0 

1  0 

261 

826 

1087 

2 

34 

36 

9 

9 

U 
68 
50 
42 
1 1 
263 

l KJA_ 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  During  the  Year  1339- 
Name  of  District  -  Y/lgan  County  Borough. 

Number  of  Cases  Notified.  Total  Cases  Notified  in  each  Locality 

(e.g.  Parish  or  Yard)  of  the  District 
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Hospital  for  Acute  Infectious  Gases, 


This  Institution  contains  jG  beds.  The  Medical 
personally  attends  the  patients.  The  majority  of 
from  tho  Borough  of  Wigan,  but  a  number  are  sent  in 
districts. 


Off'  i  ce  r  of  He  alt  h 
cases  admitted  are 
fr  om  surr ound ing 


Removed  to  Died  in 

Not  if  i-  '^Gl'LGy  Hospital,  p'helley  Hospital. 

cations.  Wigan  Out-dist.  Wigan  Out-dist. 

patients  patients  patients  patients 


Smallpox. ...........  ...... 

_ 

„ 

.  - - 

~~~  ....... 

Scarlet  Fever. ............ . 

147 

17 

1 

Enteric  Fever.............. 

2 

2 

2 

_ . 

Diphtheria  &  Mo  mb.  Croup... 

302 

298 

Gj 

9 

5 

Pneumonia. ................. 

1 1  G 

1 

Influenzal  pneumonia. ...... 

1  2 

— 

_ 

_ 

Chicken-pox. ............... 

96 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

Aj  1  ^  S  lc^So  00  0  0  e  e  00  0  00  00  t,  C  0 

27 

3 

2 

— 

_ 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.  ..... 

1 

— 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. .... 

74 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

32 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Encephalitis  Let hargica.  ,  .  . 

— 

— 

_ 

Ri  O  CA  ^0  3—  O  i  O  OOOOOOCOOOOfl  000  000 

1 94- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis.  ....... 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. ......... 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro  Spinal  Menin'git is. . 

5 

4 

4 

1 

— 

Dysentery. ................. 

— 

— 

— 

0  t  i.  lb  J.  oooooocc  ftorer  -  ooooeoo 

5 

2 

- 

- 

- 

TOTALS 

1  024 

327 

76 

1  0 

5 

•  Who  lie  y  Hospital.  Diphthuia. 

Scarlet . 

Enteri  c. 

Ot  he-  rs 

0  J.  Ot  0.1  0 

In-patients,  January  1st  1939  40 

4 

1 

1 

46 

Admitted  in  1  939* ............  3^5 

18 

4 

1  G 

403 

Disc  n.3.3?  QC  Qoooooo  00c  00000  oooro  J  dL 

22 

5 

43 

374 

D  1  C  Ct  oooooooooncooooooaroooooo  ^-j- 

*— 

— 

1 

1  5 

In-pat ient s, Jan.  1  st  1  940.....  59 

- 

- 

'1 

Go 

Compensation  Claims  and  Medical  Examinations. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  examined  i  96  Corporation  employees 
during  the  year-'  1  939.  The  number  of  persons  examined  under  the 
workmen's  Compensation  Acts  is  very  high,  owing  to  the  establishment 
of  a  7/orks  Department. 


TUBER  CUL  0  S  I  S. 
Artificial  Pneumothorax. 


During  1  999  Artificial  Pneumothorax  treatment 
new  cases.°  221  refills  were  carried  out  in  these 
12 A  injections  of  Gold  Compound  wore  given. 


was  performed  in  8 
o.nd  other  cases. 


Ho  spital  for  Treat  me  nt  of 


The  following  table  shows  the  numbe 
Hospital  during  the  year:- 


;■>  or  ougn  case  So...... ......  1/ 

County  Cases.  ......  . .  5 

TOTAL.  22 


Tube r c u l_o s . i s_,_  Pembcrt  on. 
r  of  cases  admitted  to  pembcrt 


pe  males.  Children.  Total. 

28  7  52 

1  0  _ _ 

7  67 


on 


After-Care 


During  the  year  1939,112  persons  received  milk,  19  persons  were 
assisted  with  new  clothing  provided  by  the  Committee,  0  families  received 
clothing  given  by  friends  and  members  of  the  Commit  tee ,  and  one  patient 
was  loaned  a  bed-slipper.  One  family  received  bedding  and  blankets. 


County  Borough  of  yigan. 

Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1930* 

Summary  of  Notifications  During  the  Period  from  the  1st  January  19 59  to 

the  31  st  December  1939* 

Formal  Notifications. 


Number  of  primary  Notifications  of  New 
Cases  of  Tuberculosis. 


Age  periods. 

0-  1- 

5-  10- 

15- 

20- 

•  25-  35- 

45- 

Total 

(all 

55-  65-  ages) 

“Total- 

not  if  i- 
cat ions 

Pulmonary  Males.. 

-  1 

-  2 

2 

if 

10  A 

7 

7  4  41 

if  4 

Pulmonary 

Female  s. . . . . . 

-  - 

1  - 

11 

9 

if  1 

5 

4  -  55 

55 

N  on-Pulmonary 

Male  s. .  .  . 

2  2 

4  4 

2 

1 

1 

- 

1  6 

20 

N  on  -p  ul  m  on  a  r  y 

Female  s. . . . . . 

-  1 

if  if 

2 

2 

2 

1 

-  -  16 

18 

Supplemental 

Return. 

New  Cases  of  Tuberculosi 

s  Coming  tc 

)  the  Knowledge  of  the  Medical 

Officer 

of  Health  During 

the  above-mentioned  Period,  Otherwise  than  by 

Formal 

Notification. 

Age  periods. 

0-  1  - 

5-  10- 

15- 

20- 

25-  35- 

45- 

53-  6  5-  Total. 

Pulmonary  Males.. 

—  — 

-  1 

— 

1 

5  - 

1 

2  1 

9  • 

Pulmonary 

Female  s.  . .  . . 

-  - 

-  1 

1 

2 

2  1 

— 

1 

8 

Non -pulmonary 

Males.  . . .  . 

-  3 

—  — 

— 

— 

1 

— 

—  — 

4 

N on-pulmonary 

Female  s. . , . . 

-  1 

1  2 

2 

- 

5  - 

- 

-  - 

9 

The  Source  or  Sources  from  7/hich  Information  as 

to 

t  he  Ab  0 ve  -Me  nt  i  one  c 

C 

ases  was  Obtained 

Should  be  stated 

Belov/;  - 

No.  of  Cases. 

Non- 

Source 

of  Information 

• 

Pulmonary-,  Pulmonary. 

Death  Returns  -  from  Local  Registrars. 

Transferable  Deaths  from 

Registrar  General... 
Posthumous  Notifications. .................. 

Transfers1,1  from  other  areas  (other  than 

Transferable  Deaths.. 

Other  Source s,  if  any  (specify).... 


oooorod»oo90« 

©0000*90 


1  0 


5 

1 

1 

6 


c  o  o  e  o 


County  Borough  of  Wigan. 

Return  showing  the  work  of  the  Dispensary 
During  the  Year  1939* 


Diagnosi s. 


Pulmonary.  N on-pulmonary.  Total. 

Grand 

Adults  Children  Adults  Children  Adults  Children 
M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  '  M.  IT  M.  F.  .  M.  F. 


A. -New  Cases  ex¬ 
amined  during  the 
year  (excluding 
c  ont  act  s) ........ 

(a)  Definitely 

Tuberculous.....  33  22 

(b)  Diagnosis 

not  completed... 

(c)  Non- 

Tuberculous. .... 


6  8  10  10 

39 

30 

10 

1  0 

89 

7 

4 

2 

5 

1  3 

35 

28 

1  2 

17 

92 

3.-  Contacts  ex¬ 
amined  during  the 

^  O  o.  loo  OcOOOOOOO  o  • 

(a)  Definitely 
Tuberculous.  .  .  . 

(b)  Diagnosis 
not  completed. . 

(c)  Non- 

Tube  rculous. . . . 


11  -  1  2  1  if 


2  11  17  15  A3 


C.  -  Cases  v/ritten 
off  t  he  D  i  sp  e  n  s  a  ry 
Regi ster  as. .....  . 

(a^  Recovered....  2  1  2  -  3 

(b)  Non-Tube rcu¬ 
lous  (including 
any  such  cases 
previously  diag¬ 
nosed  and  enter¬ 
ed  on  the  Dispen¬ 
sary  Register  as 

Tuberculous.....  ------ 


D.-  No. of  persons 
on  Dispensary  Reg¬ 
ister  on  De  c.  y  st . 

(a)  Definitely 

Tuberculous. ...  .1 20  93  7  8  47  46 

(b)  Diagnosis 

not  completed...  -  -  -  - 


7  6 


-  5 


8  8 


21 


39  if 3  31  34 


1  47 


57  4 6  1  671 39 

-  -  7  4 


64  54 


2  5 


42if 
1  8 


k. 


o, 


n 

O  i 


Number  of  cases  on  Dispensary  Register  on  January  1st. 
Number  of  cases  transferred  from  other  areas  and  cases 
returned  after  discharge  under  Head  3  in  previous  years 
Number  of  cases  transferred  to  other  areas,  cases  not 


o  o  o  o  o  e  e 


desiring  further  assistance  under  the 


s  c  he  me ,  and  case  s  lost 


®  •  o  ©  o  0  o 


O  C  P  C 


ooocooec 


o  o  e  c  o 


OOt>C0QOr  0  0  0  0  9  0  0 

) 

JO  0*0000 


sight  of.. 

Cases  written  off  during  the  year  as  Dead  (all  cause 
Number  of  attendances  at  the  Dispensary  (including  contacts) 
Number  of  Insured  Persons  under  Domiciliary  Treatment 
on  r  ne  3"^  st  De  ce  mbe  jro®or....oeoooo..i‘o..ooo. ....... 

Number  of  consultations  with  Medical  Practitioners: 

)  Personal.. 

0)  Ot he rs. . . . 

Number  of  visits  by  Tuberculosis  Officers  to  homes  (including 
personal  c  onsul  tat  i  ons. .  0. ...........  .............. 

Number  of  visits  by  Nurses  or  Health  Visitors  to  homes  for 
Dispensary  purposes 


o  o  ©  0 


0000000000  00 


0000 


0  0  0  9 


OOOO0 


4^3 
1  3 


54 

3635 


98 


68 

239 

8k 

2743 


O0O0O0COOOO*000*epO  »• 


1 1 
1  2 


10.  Number  of  (a)  Specimens  of  sputum  etc.,  examined........ 

(b)  X-ray  examinations  made  in  connection  with 
Dispensary  y/ork. ...................  ...... 

Number- of  '’Recovered1'  cases  restored  to  Dispensary  Regist¬ 
er,  and  included  in  A  (a),  and  A  (b)  above........... 

Number  of  WT.B.  plus'"'  cases  on  Dispensary  Register  on 
De  ce  mbe  r  3"1  st 


©o  oeooo  ®  o  o  o  *  o  o  ©  ©  o  ©  o  ©  c  o  o  o  o  ©  ©  o  n  o  o  o  ©  o  ©  o  ©  e  ©  e  o  o  a© 


333 

303 
none 
1  21 


Re  suit  s 

of  Sunlight  Treatment 

1 

0 

Tuberculo 

sis  Dispensary. 

Under 

Treat- 

Discharge 

d 

Ceased 

Under 
Treat  - 

Disease . 

me  nt. . 

New 

Much 

t  0 

ment 

1  st  Jan. 

Case  s 

Im-  Im~ 

St  a- 

Attend 

31  st  Dec. 

1933. 

proved  proved 

t  i  onary. 

1  939. 

IT'  13 
-L  0  _D  r 

G 1  3  na  0  0  ©  ©  0  0  0 

14 

20 

1  3  1 

- 

6 

n 

Lupu 

0 

O  o  ©  o  ©  ©  o  ©eo©  0  © 

2 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Bene 

s  and  Joints. 

- 

1 

-  - 

— 

— 

1 

T .  B . 

Abdomen. .... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Totals 

1  6 

22 

1 A  1 

- 

7 

1  6 

VENEREAL  DISEASES . 

Vener  al  Diseases  ar  treated  at  a  Special  Clinic  at  the  Rigan  Royal 
Albert  Edward  Infirmary.  The  figures  below  show  the  work  done  in  1939 


Borough.  County.  Others 


1938. 

1939- 

1938. 

1939. 

1  938. 

1939 

(a)  Number  of  persons  from 
each  area  dealt  with  during 
the  year  at  or  in  connection 
with  the  Out-Patient  Clinic 
for  the.  first  time  and  found 

1 0  be  suffering  fromt- 

S  N  phlllS.O  0  0.0  6.  0  0  0.  OOO  0.00.0. 

17 

22 

22 

19 

Soft  Chancre 0 ...o.. 0.0000.0... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

G"  0  n  0  17  1  ifi  00  S  oo©  co©ooo  oooooooonoo 

42 

40 

88 

69 

1 

3 

Conditions  other  than  Venereal 

31 

43 

58 

71 

1 

2 

Total 

90 

1 09 

1  68 

1  53 

2 

5 

(b)  Total  nunber  of  attend¬ 
ances  of  all  patients  resid- 
ing  in  G3.cn  c\j?  G3o  ooooo  ooo©  0  *  »•  o 

3780 

35  76 

781  2 

61  25 

1  8 

80 

Figures  for 

the  Past  Five 

1  935* 

Years. 

1  93?* 

1  937’ 

1  933- 

1939 

il  C  W  C  Cl  SC  M  r  o©ooooooooo©ooo  00 

ooooo 

283 

§73 

23  7 

260 

265 

Total  attendances  at  V.D.  Clinic... 

1  2268 

1  2648 

1 1 1  84 

1 1  61 0 

9781 

In— patient  days. «o..oo.o.o  ..0. 

ooooo 

286 

290 

1  98 

1  34 

1  24 

MAT&ENITY  AND  CHILD  17SLFAPJD. 


Attendances  at  Clinics:- 

'Q  *5  p  o 

kja_vw’Ooj*©o»eooo«©o«o©i>oooo»**oo«io»o»Oo*fe*o*eooee 

Primary  visits  of  babies.  ....»..eo<>o.<>»c>.o. ...... 

expectant  mothers  weekly  clinic  -  Central..... 

Special  Clinic 
Pemberton  Clinic 


Maternal 
De  at  hs .  . .  .  . 

T?P  +  p 

U-^oo*eooo 

bir  t  hs.  o  .  . . 


Mortality:  - 

o  9  c  o  o  e>  n  '  o  e<  o  o 
0090000-  ©no 

o  o  a  •  o  ooooep 


»0©eoOaO<’C>  o 

0CO0O©«©>'*r.  O 

n  60000000*9 


cr-nrooooo© 

pooooj  doco 

ooooooooto 


ft  © 

o  • 


1938.  I939. 

15125  15905 

1  344  12  65 

1126  1  2  A3 

1 01  97 

461  527 


3  1 0 

2.10  6.63 

1  3^3  13  56 


Visits  paid  to  expectant  mothers  by  Health  Visitors.  448 


389 


Dental  Treatment. 

The  following  table  shows  the  Dental  work  carried  out  during  the  year 
1  933  in  connection  with  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Department. 

E-bies  Dressing  Extrac-  Mothers  Extrac-  Scaling  Den- 

Treated.  etc.  tions.  Fillings  Treated  tions.  Fillings  etc.  tures. 


21  25  6  60  80  5  26 


Children’s  ,.ct« 

On  the  1st  January  1939  there  were  six  nursed  out  children  on  the 
register.  On  the  y\  st  December  1939  there  were  11  on  the  register. 
The  Health  Visitors  who  are  also  Infant  Life  protection  Visitors  paid 
114  visits  to  premises  where  children  were  being  nursed  out.  There 
were  no  complaints. 


Ante -natal  work. 


Nvumber  of  cases  attending  Clinic 

4  during  the  year . .  .  . 

Total  number  of  attendances............ 

Cases  referred  to  st.  Mary’s  Hospital.. 
Cases  admitted  to  St.  Mary’s  Hospital.. 


pe  mbe  rt  on 
Wigan  Centre.  Clinic. 

Weekly  Special 
Clinic  Clinic 


338  70  134 

1 243  97  p27 

13 
11 


The  table  of  infant  mortality  for  1939  shows  that  over  half  of 
the  deaths  under  one  year  occurred  in  t  he  first  four  weeks  of  life  - 
54  of  the  total  99*  Nearly  one-half  were  under  one  week  old  -  46  of 
the  total  99*  Of  the  54  deaths  under  one  month  old  2 7  were  due  teb 

premature  bitth  and  6  to  debility,  marasmus,  etc. 


Summary  of  the  Visits  paid  by  the  Health  Visitors 

During  the  Year  1  939* 

No  of  primary  visits  to  births  . 

u  visits  to  infants  under  one  year  ...  . . 

"  infants  over  one  year  and  under  two  years 

;i  11  .  infants  over  two  and  under  three  years  .. 

■f  infants  over  three  and  under  four  years.. 

!I  ;t  infants  over  four<*ad  under  five  years  ... 

”  ”  expectant  mothers . 

■'  :I  cases  of  abortion  ...  . . 

,l  ”  cases  of  Measles  . 

■’  51  cases  of  pneumonia,  etc . 

;t  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . 

,r  re  deaths  under  one  year  ...  . 

1 1  3  st  ill  oir  t  hs  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Miawive  s  ...  ...  •  . .  ...  ... 

other  visits  . .  ..  . . .  ...  ••• 


H47 

6251 


4359 

3544 

Vp 

389 


21 


64 

57 

1 


20 

Schools  for  Mothers. 

1  59  classes  were  held  during  the  year  "1999s  and  "1  25I  attendances 
were  made  by  mothers. 


The  following  table  shows  particulars  of  Notifications  of  Births 
received,  which  were  notified  by  Doctors  and  Midwives:  - 

Doct  ors 
and 

parents  Midwives.  Total, 


IT o o  of  Births  notified. 


per  cent  age . . . . 


000 


No.  of  Medical  Aid  Forms  received.... 
No.  of  Still-births  notified......... 


9 


1 1  28 
88 


1 578 


527 

60 


Gases  of  puerperal  Pyrexia  Notified  in  1  999* 

„  Treated  at 

No.  of - 

Case  s 


FTrrvTrt'F 


Wigan  Billing©  Nursing 
Not  11  red  gome  Inf  ir  nary  Infirmary  Home. 


Re  suit 


pue  rpe  ral 
Pyrexia, 


11 


8 


10  recovered, 
1  died. 


Municipal  Midwives  Service. 


The  number  of  cas®s  attended  by  the  Municipal  Midwives  during  the 
year  1  999  was  945?  and  the  total  number  of  confinements  by  all  the 
Midwives  in  the  town  was  1  ,  26l-. 


Op  ht halmi a  Ne  onat  orum. 

During  the  year  1  999  there  was  one  notified  case  of  .Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum.  The  case  was  treated  at  home  and  the  result  7/as  vision 
unimpaired. 


Results  of  Sunlight  Treatment,  1999* 
(Maternity  and  Child  Nelfare  Clinic) 


Disease  „ 

Under 

T  re  at  me  nt 

1  st .  Jan. 

New 
Case  s. 

Di; 

Cured 

scharged. 
Mu  c  h 
Impr  ove  d 

Ceased 
t  0 

At  tend 

Unde  r 
Treat  meat 
51  st .  De c 
1  959 » 

Malnutrition. .... 

— 

4 

— 

1 

9 

Ri eke ts.. ........ 

1  0 

4 

- 

5 

G 

9 

Debility. ........ 

9 

4 

- 

1 

G 

Others. .......... 

1 

1  9 

- 

1 

9 

1  0 

n 

92.5  • 

- 

7 

1  G 

1  G 

Welfare  of  The  Blind. 

In  June  1  999?  Du.  Duthie,  a  Consultant  Ophthalmic  Surgeon,  was 
appointed  for  the  examination  of  persons  under  the  Blind  persons  Act, 
and  he  examined  106  persons  during  1  999. 


